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The Regular meeting of the Penfield Town Board was held on Wednesday 
August 4, 2021 at 7:00 PM at the Penfield Town Hall, 3100 Atlantic 
Avenue, Penfield, New York. 
 
Present: R. Anthony LaFountain  Supervisor 
  Debbie Drawe   Councilwoman 

Linda Kohl    Councilwoman 
Andrew Moore   Councilman - Absent 

  Bob Ockenden   Councilman 
 
Also 
Present: Amy Steklof   Town Clerk  
  Richard Horwitz   Town Attorney 
  Jim Costello   Dir. of Developmental Services 

 
Supervisor LaFountain called the meeting to order – Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Public Hearing: To Amend the Zoning Ordinance and Map to Rezone   
   7.5± Acres from Limited Industrial to General   
   Business of a Portion of 125 Panorama Creek Dr. 
 
The Town Clerk read the title of the above Public Hearing; said Notice 
was published in the Penfield Post on July 15, 2021 and was posted on 
the Town Website and Town Clerk bulletin board. 6 postcards were mailed. 
 
Jim Costello, Director of Developmental Services, gave a brief 
introduction regarding the application. 
 
Peter Vars of BME Associates stated he is coming before the Town Board 
on behalf of (LFS) Panorama LLC, property owners and developers of the 
project.  
Mr. Vars introduced legal counsel, Betsy Brugg, of Woods, Oviatt. The 
applicants are requesting the possible rezoning of approximately 7.5 
acres of a portion of 125 Panorama Creek Drive, known as Panorama 
Business Park along Panorama Trail South, just north of the Route 441 
access ramp.  
He stated the 470 feet of frontage along Panorama Trail South has been 
for General Business Use for quite some time. Therefore they would like 
to rezone it back from Limited Industrial to General Business District 
use which will be more consistent with the immediate area. 
Mr. Vars shared a map on screen of Panorama Business Park and the area 
requested for rezoning. Mr. Vars stated the thought was to bring this 
application before the Town Board, at this time, since the town is going 
through the Comprehensive Plan update. He also stated that, any business 
interested in the property cannot move forward if the property is not 
zoned properly. Mr. Vars stated the developer would like a condition of 
rezoning the property to be that no auto dealership would be permitted. 
He also stated they appeared before the Comprehensive Plan Review 
Committee on June 1, 2021 and was given a positive recommendation in 
support of rezoning the property. They also appeared before the Planning 
Board on July 8, 2021 and they provided a letter of support for the 
rezoning application.  
Lastly, he stated, in regards to SEQR it is an unlisted action since it 
is less than 25 acres. They did submit an environmental assessment form 
for the proposed application and are looking for the Town Board to issue 
their determination in regards to SEQR as well. 
 
Councilman Ockenden asked if all the land referred to in the application 
is able to be developed.  
 
Mr. Vars stated of the 7.5 acres, they estimate 5 acres to be available 
for development. The rest is set aside for storm water management. 
 
Councilwoman Kohl stated she is satisfied with the information provided 
by Mr. Vars. 
 
Councilman Ockenden asked if there would be any new curb cuts installed.  
Mr. Vars stated there would be no new curb cuts. 
 



 2 
 
Mr. Costello stated that the Project Review Committee (PRC) reviewed the 
request and has no concerns. 
 
Supervisor LaFountain went over next steps. 
 

Hearing Closed 
 
 
Communications and Announcements 
 
1. New Hunting License Sales began this past Monday on August 2, 
2021. The DMP selections are solely based on the probabilities that 
are established and printed on charts provided by the DEC. So, 
customers have the same chance to win all throughout the DMP 
application period which will run through October 1, 2021. Hunting 
Licenses and DMP's are valid starting September 1, 2021 through 
August 31, 2022. Hunting Licenses are for those who are 12 yrs. and 
older. For more information please visit www.dec.ny.gov. 
 
2. If you are looking for a free Rabies Clinic in Monroe County, there 
are 3 more locations and times left for this year. They are: 
 
Sat. August 14, 2021, Town of Sweden, 4927 Lake Road S. from 9am-1pm 
Tues. September 14, 2021, Town of Greece, 647 Long Pond Road from 
5:30pm-7:00pm 
Sat. October 2, 2021, Town of Brighton, 2300 Elmwood Ave.10am-Noon For 
more information please visit www.monroecounty.gov/health 
 
3. The Shepherd Home is a not-for-profit Hospice Care Home in 
Penfield that provides comfort and compassionate care to members of 
our community with terminal illness. Due to the Pandemic, the 
Shepherd Home has been temporarily closed, but plans to reopen this 
September and needs your support. Their Annual fundraising Golf 
Tournament will be held Monday, September 13, 2021 at Shadow Lake Golf 
Course. Price is $125/ golfer or $500/foursome. They are working to 
update their website, but for now you may register by emailing: 
info@ShepherdHome.org or by calling 585 -381-0890. Thank you for your 
support! 
 
4. Shout out to Penfield resident, Shelley Bauer who recently donated 
to the Town Clerk's office, 6 framed prints of different landmark 
buildings from around our Town. Shelley had inherited the prints from 
her parents, long time Penfield Residents, Gene and Mack Spry. The 
prints are now hanging in the Town Clerk’s office for residents to 
see when visiting. Thank you Shelley for your thoughtful donation. 

 
Public Participation  
 
A number of community members spoke on behalf of 12 pickle ball courts 
to be built on a portion of Shadow Pines. Many mentioned that pickle 
ball is a great social sport, good for all ages. It improves balance and 
mobility, reverses illness and improves overall quality of life. It was 
also said that adding pickle ball courts would make Penfield a 
destination and could bring revenue to the town. They encouraged the 
Town Board to support the proposal for the 12 pickle ball courts. 
Three emails have been added to the record along with talking points, a 
list of speakers in favor of the proposal. (See Attached) 
Members in the community also called in their support. A graph that 
shows the number of pickle ball players in the area is attached as well. 
 
Additions and Deletions to Agenda - None 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Councilwoman Kohl moved to approve the Minutes of July 7, 2021, 
Councilwoman Drawe seconded and all voted “Aye.” 
 
Petitions – None 
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Resolutions by Function 
 
Law and Finance 
 
#21T-155 Authorization to Maintain Properties and Assess the Charges 

to the 2021 Property Tax Bills 
 
WHEREAS, on December 16, 2015, the Town Board of the Town of Penfield 
adopted a resolution to enact Local Law #3 of 2015 entitled “A LOCAL LAW 
TO PROVIDE FOR THE CODIFICATION OF THE LOCAL LAWS, ORDINANCES AND 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS OF THE TOWN OF PENFIELD INTO A MUNICIPAL CODE TO BE 
DESIGNATED THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF PENFIELD; and 
 
WHEREAS, the purpose of the Code of the Town of Penfield includes, among 
other things, to provide for the safety, health protection and general 
welfare of persons and property in the Town of Penfield by requiring the 
maintenance of all such properties within the Town; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property owners of: 
3 Willow Bridge Trail SBL#094.18-1-55 
have failed to maintain the subject properties in accordance with the 
applicable code requirements, which is  resulting in concerns for the 
safety, health protection and general welfare of surrounding persons and 
properties; and  
 
WHEREAS, the town staff has continually requested the maintenance of the 
subject properties by the owners thereof with no result: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of 
Penfield hereby authorizes the Building/Code Compliance Inspector to 
have the properties appropriately maintained; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board further authorizes that the 
cost of said maintenance and any necessary subsequent maintenance during 
the 2021 season also be charged to the 2022 property tax bill for the 
subject properties. 
  
 
Moved: Ockenden 
Seconded: Kohl 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Aye 
 
Adopted 
 
 
#21T-156 Authorization for Supervisor to Sign a License and Hold  
  Harmless Agreement to Allow a Portion of an Underground  
  Boundary Wire Within the Town Property at 235 Willow Pond  
  Way, SBL# 139.12-2-38 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Penfield hereby 
authorizes the Supervisor to sign a License and Hold Harmless Agreement 
with Dieter and Renate Wirth, owners of the property at 239 Willow Pond 
Way, to permit an underground boundary wire for a robotic lawn mower to 
encroach into a portion of the Town of Penfield owned property located 
at 235 Willow Pond Way in a form and substance acceptable to the Town 
Attorney. 
 
Moved: Ockenden 
Seconded: Drawe 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Aye 
 
Adopted 



 4 
 
Public Works 
 
#21T-157 Authorization for Supervisor to Sign a Contract for Security 
  Services with Intercept Security Inc 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Penfield hereby 
authorizes the Supervisor to sign a contract for Security Services with 
Intercept Security Inc., 1900 Empire Blvd #250, Webster, NY 14580, 
through December 31, 2021, to provide personnel security services to the 
town. Said services are necessary to support public safety within and 
around various town facilities. The contract shall be in a form and 
substance acceptable to the Town Attorney.  
 
Moved: Drawe 
Seconded: Ockenden 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Aye 
 
Adopted 
 
 
 
Public Safety - None 
 
Community Services 
 
#21T-158 Authorization For Supervisor To Sign Recreation    
  Contracts 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes the Town Supervisor to 
sign the following recreation contracts: 
 
John Schembri, 12 Hidden Meadow, Penfield, NY 14526, Boys Lacrosse Camp 
Program Director 7/26/21 - 7/29/21, for a fee of 80% of the final 
program fees minus other program related fees like equipment, staffing, 
facility use, etc.  Voucher to be submitted 8/5/2021. 
 
Jason Ellis, 62 Rolling Meadow Way, Penfield, NY 14526, Boys Basketball 
Camp Program Director 7/26/21 - 7/29/21, for a fee of 80% of the final 
program fees minus other program related fees like equipment, staffing, 
facility use, etc.  Voucher to be submitted 8/5/2021. 
 
Mike Fusare, 6 Chamberlain Road, Honeoye Falls, NY 14472, Coed 
Volleyball Camp Program Director 8/2/21 - 8/5/21, for a fee of 80% of 
the final program fees minus other program related fees like equipment, 
staffing, facility use, etc.  Voucher to be submitted 8/18/2021. 
 
Moved: Kohl 
Seconded: Drawe 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Aye 
 
Adopted 
 
 
Old Business - None 
 
New Business – None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 
 
Public Participation 
 
Dieter Wirth asked if he needs to sign off on an agreement for 239 
Willow Pond Way, Resolution #21T-156. 
 
Eric Tait, Director of Public Works, stated that the town can go ahead 
and install the unit without signed paperwork.  
 
Supervisor LaFountain stated the standard document will be ready by 
tomorrow for Mr. Wirth to sign. 
 
Executive Session  
 
Next Meeting – August 18, 2021 
 
Adjournment 
 
Supervisor LaFountain moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 PM 
 
 
      Amy M. Steklof, RMC/CMC 
      Town Clerk 
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(Public Participation Attachment)  
 
Jim Franklin 
17 Clinton Pl. 
Fairport, NY 14450 
 
Anne Schwartz 
1067 Bay Rd. 
Webster, NY 14580 
 
Mike and Deb Suffoletto 
618 Holt Rd. 
Webster, NY 14580 
 
Srinivasa Chakravarthy 
28 Bramblewood La. 
Penfield, NY 14526 
 
Marc Goldfischer 
229 Birch La. 
Webster, NY 14580 
 
Paul J. Valenti 
3041 Atlantic Ave. 
Penfield, NY 14526 
 
Vicki Odenbach 
1860 Five Mile Line Rd. 
Penfield, NY 14526 
 
John Gardner 
900 Embury Rd. 
Penfield, NY 14526 
 
David Notebaert 
Grosvenor Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14610 
 
Ric Ammerman 
175 City View Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14625 
 
Jane Grace Taylor 
624 Gravel Rd. 
Webster, NY 14580 
 
Call-ins: 
Kathy Kilmer 
Gail Grey 
Jim Jordan 
Tim Murphy 
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Talking Points for Town Hall Legislation Meeting Aug 4 2021 
 
Jim Froom 
We are here today to share our local and national knowledge as it 
relates to pickleball in Penfield and the surrounding area and to give a 
quick update on our non profit status and donations. 
We hope the board will find us as a valuable asset to work with as the 
town does with others groups like the Penfield Little League 
Our board of directors is made up of local players who have traveled to 
many locations to play recreation and tournament pickleball 
The sport is expanding rapidly and we think both the county and some 
local towns haven’t fully understood the current dynamics and growth of 
pickleball 
We would like to attend the Aug 11 work session with the engineering 
firm to offer our expertise and suggestions 
Non profit status (Pickleball of the Fingerlakes) 
NY State is way behind, our paperwork has not been processed yet 
Our IRS paperwork can not be filed until the NY State application is 
returned 
We can not accept money until we get the NY state paperwork and file the 
IRS paperwork 
We can file an IRS form to fundraise while our paperwork is being 
processed. The form is to alert donors that the tax deduction isn’t 
guaranteed as an application is pending 
Fundraising to date 
Currently, we have approached just 1 company 
Commitment worth 10-25k once project is started 
1 private donor approached us 
Donation of 25-100k if they think we can successfully implement our 12 
court plan 
We desire more interaction with and more guidance from the town board. 
Our goal would be to have enough money and resources to get the grade 
down for the 1 acre where the courts will be, the aggregate down, and 
possibly the asphalt down this fall 
 
Benefits for multi-court layout at the Pines 
Partially addresses the past 30 years of Penfield’s Master & 
Recreational Plans writing of the growing senior population in Penfield 
that needs more recreation activities for those seniors 
There are more 65+ seniors than 5-17 year olds in Penfield 
There are numerous athletic playing fields for 5-17 year olds 
Very few athletic fields for seniors 
There are many empty tennis courts during prime playing time in 
Penfield. Why would more be added at the Pines? 
Smaller footprint for 12 pickleball courts 
Our layout is about 1 acre, courts taking up space of 4 tennis courts 
Only ⅔ (66%) of the size of one large soccer field. 
Proposed 6 ft high back fence instead of 10 ft. 4 ft on sides to better 
blend in with the wooded Pines location 
Townspeople overwhelmingly voted for the town to purchase property and 
keep it open and natural 
We want to blend in as naturally as possible on this 1 acre 
12 courts at Shadow Pines will make Penfield a destination with regional 
draw 
Will bring added revenues to Penfield 
Will drive more players to Shadow Pines 
Offer daily healthy exercise for citizens of all ages 
Fun, diversity, and inclusion for all 
 
 
Why a 12 court Project 
There are many multicourt projects in towns of similar or lesser size 
than Penfield 
Mentor, Ohio has 15 dedicated pickleball courts at their town rec area 
and they need more. They are located outside of Cleveland and in between 
I90 and Lake Ontario 
12 courts brings more people to the courts as there is always someone to 
play with no matter what skill levels during drop in play 
True Field of Dreams moment, “Build it and They Will Come” 
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There are many similar and smaller towns that have 12, 24, 32, and up to 
64 courts at one location 
Victor (Fishers Park) is going from 4 shared pickleball courts to 4 
dedicated and 4 shared 
Their clubs scheduling app for players has gone from 60 to a 161 in the 
last 3-4 months 
Ellison Park Penfield informal club 
16-30+ players for 4 courts, 7 day a week during morning drop in play 
Sometimes when there are over 30 players, there will be an additional 4-
8 players that go find other courts to play on 
Last spring it was suggested we should quit inviting people for open 
play at Ellison as it was getting too crowded 
 
Tennis and pickleball play and court usage is different 
Pickleball games are faster (usually 12-15 minutes) 
With drop in play we rotate in and out every game 
More players are accommodated 
Courts are smaller and closer together 
More socializing and conversation 
When sitting out or taking a break you can watch more games and interact 
with more players 
Games are quicker on dedicated courts as we aren’t running around 
retrieving balls 30 feet behind the baseline 
Tennis and pickleball nets are different heights. 
With tennis nets for pickleball, an around the post (legal shot) is not 
possible 
Numerous empty tennis courts in Penfield during peak times 
During the last 6 weeks I monitored play on the 19 tennis and 10 shared 
pickleball courts in Penfield 
Only 1 - 3 , (once 4) of the 8 high school tennis courts were in use. 
Often none in the morning 
Few courts were used during the Tuesday and Wednesday morning woman’s 
leagues at Harris -Whalen and evening Tuesday and Thursday women's 
leagues.  One time there were 4 men playing doubles tennis and 2 young 
adults on another court. No women playing during that one reserved 
league time. Never saw more than 2 of the 4 courts in us during those 
reserved times 
In the last 6 weeks, I have not seen more than 5-8 of the 19 tennis 
courts in Penfield being used during prime time 
.. 
Paul Valenti 
 
Physical and mental Health benefits 
Social 
More courts, more people, more skill playing and mixed play with age 
groups 
Mention beginners to 5.0 levels 
Draw more young people to pickleball 
Natural mentoring potential 
Highlight the FB post Sunday of the 2 older guys losing to the 2 
teenagers in the  finals or semi finals of a tournament 
The following are emails received: 
 
Hi Jim, 
My email follows. Please feel free to read some or all of it, whatever 
seems most helpful. Best, Deb 
 
Dear Board Members, 
I am writing to support the proposal to build 12 new pickleball courts 
in Penfield. I am sorry not to be able to do this in person--I am 
traveling--but this is important enough that I wanted to be sure to at 
least send this email. 
Although relatively new to pickleball, I have quickly discovered that it 
is a popular sport that brings together people of different ages, 
backgrounds, and beliefs. Twice-Daily open pickleball welcomes everyone, 
offering a supportive community to players of all levels. This regular 
space for coming together around a physical activity has been incredibly 
important during COVID and, in our increasingly alienating political and 
virtual realities, is now more critical than ever. 
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On a more personal level, regular pickleball over the past year (even in 
winter) provided me a regular and enjoyable rehabilitation routine 
following my hip replacement. What's more, it helped keep me emotionally 
balanced during a stressful year of remote work, and I've no doubt that 
daily pickleball will continue to be central to my well-being going 
forward. 
Over the past year, Penfield and other courts have not been able to meet 
the demand from pickleball and tennis players. During open, drop-in 
pickleball, it's common, for example, to have all courts full with many 
waiting on the sidelines. I truly hope that this proposal becomes a 
reality, as I feel sure that it will lead to improved individual and 
community well-being. 
Sincerely, 
Deb Rossen-Knill 71 Bellevue Drive 
Rochester NY 14620 
 
 
Committee members, my name is Tom Burke and I reside at 98 Landing Park 
14625 overlooking Ellison Park. Due to a previous commitment I am 
sending my comments via Mr Froom. 
I am a Pickleball player of modest skills. At the age of 75 I rely on 
this sport for social, physical and intellectual stimulation. For that 
reason I play for two hours, weather permitting, about 20 of every 25 
days. 
Our region is bursting with new players. The proposed court complex will 
serve novices, intermediate and advanced players so I endorse the 
proposal of the organization Pickelball of the Fingerlakes and I hope 
you do too. 
Thank you. 
Tom Burke (M) 585-754-0980 
 
 
Hi Jim, 
Dick Seils here. I would love to come and speak at the meeting on Wed., 
August 4th, but I am teaching a PB class for beginners at the Webster 
Community Center from 6pm to 7:30pm. Here 
is what I have to say. I have been teaching Pickleball for Beginners at 
the Penfield Rec Center for almost 9 years. Tony LaFountain signs my 
checks. I am known as Mr. Pickleball throughout Monroe County. I have 
been to and played in 40 different tournaments. I am 79 years old this 
year and hope to continue being a role model at age 80. My email address 
is: mrpickleball @yahoo.com. My business card states: Pickleball Player, 
"Enhance Your Health and Fitness"  
P- Play for fun 
I - Invigorating 
C- Clear your mind  
K- Keep Fit 
L- Lots of Laughs 
E- Enrich your Social Life B- Bounce and Balance A- Any Age 
L- Live Longer L- Love Life 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
The pickleball community in our area is vast and strong. We gather not 
only to be active and stay healthy by playing pickleball, we gather 
socially not only on the court but off the court as well. Pickleball is 
a game that can be played if you're 20 years old or if you're 80 years 
old and those two players could be on the same team playing as partners. 
As we all know, being physically active and socially engaged is vital to 
good health... for everyone ...but especially for the senior population. 
To have pickleball courts installed in the former Shadow Pines acreage 
would be a boon to this community. I completely support installing 
multiple pickleball courts there to help maintain the physical, mental 
and emotional health of our community. 
Respectfully yours, Pam Oblein 
144 Camberley Place 
Penfield, NY 14526 


